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“What is Resurrection if not a way to change the way you see Everything?” 
~Scott Erickson 

 
 Kairos-Milwaukie United Church of Christ 

 
 

April 14, 2024 
Third Sunday of Easter 

 
 

 
PRELUDE                                    Lily Breshears and Ian Timmons 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                  The Rev. Jeanne Randall-Bodman 
 
 
CENTERING MOMENT                                                        Lily Breshears and Ian Timmons  
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                 The Rev. Margie Ogden 
We need your presence on the long road, O God.  
 The road between fear and trust, the road from what is to what will be. 
 Like the disciples gathered in confusion and hope, we need your presence. 
 Jesus, stand among us in your risen power.  
 Meet us in this time of worship as we offer our prayer and praise.  
 
 
HYMN                                Morning Has Broken                             Insert 
 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                          The Rev. Margie Ogden      
Living One, move among us and free us;  
open our hearts to the power of love and compassion.  
Even when we are in the midst of sadness, help us to be surprised by joy.  
Help us remember the disarming elation of the disciples’ encounter with the risen Christ, 
cutting through the clouds of despair. 
Prepare us to experience the same gladness in Christ’s presence; 
Fashion us into instruments of joy in the lives of others.  Amen. 
 

 
LIBERATING WORD                       1 John 3:16-24                           The Rev. Margie Ogden   

16-17 This is how we’ve come to understand and experience love: Christ sacrificed his life for us. 
This is why we ought to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be out for 
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ourselves. If you see some brother or sister in need and have the means to do something about it 
but turn a cold shoulder and do nothing, what happens to God’s love? It disappears. And you 
made it disappear. 

18-20 My dear children, let’s not just talk about love; let’s practice real love. This is the only way 
we’ll know we’re living truly, living in God’s reality. It’s also the way to shut down debilitating 
self-criticism, even when there is something to it. For God is greater than our worried hearts and 
knows more about us than we do ourselves. 

21-24 And friends, once that’s taken care of and we’re no longer accusing or condemning 
ourselves, we’re bold and free before God! We’re able to stretch our hands out and receive what 
we asked for because we’re doing what he said, doing what pleases him. Again, this is God’s 
command: to believe in his personally named Son, Jesus Christ. He told us to love each other, in 
line with the original command. As we keep his commands, we live deeply and surely in him, 
and he lives in us. And this is how we experience his deep and abiding presence in us: by the 
Spirit he gave us. 

Luke 24: 13 -  35 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 

from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While 
they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each 
other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name 
was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, 
“The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to 
death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of 
our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find 
his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said 
that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that 
the Messiah[e] should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 
on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, 
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A+13+-++35&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26008e
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and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 
SERMON                                                                                                                     Pastor Jeanne 
 
 
HYMN # 238           Now the Green Blade Rises       NCH 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:  Silent and spoken concerns……. 
 
Ground of all being, Mother of life,  Father of the universe,  
Your name is sacred.   May we know your presence. 
May your longings be our longings in heart and in deed. 
May there be food for God’s family today.  For the planet God loves. 
Forgive us the falseness of what we have done 
As we forgive those who are untrue to us. 
Do not forsake us in our time of conflict, 
 but lead us into new beginnings.  
For the light of life, the vitality of life, and the glory of life  
are yours now and forever. Amen.    
 
 
SHARING OUR GIFTS AND TITHES   
 
RESPONSE Help me do the justice to be done today. 

Help me love kindness in all I do and say. 
Help me walk humbly with you, O God, I pray, 
Every step of the way, every step of the way. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: 
Holy One, we offer these gifts that this congregation might be a channel of your love and 
light in the world.  Amen. 
 
 
HYMN # 253             Yours Is the Glory, Resurrected One!                                       NCH      
 
 
BENEDICTION                                                                                                           Pastor Jeanne 

POSTLUDE                                                          Lily Breshears and Ian Timmons  
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